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ustralia has a proud military
history. Dur national identity
was forged in war on the

Gallipoli Peninsula in 1915
and Australian Service
persanmel, past and present,

are poignantly honoured for their
sacrifice. It is for this reason that the
Australian War Memorial is asking
for public help to discover the identity
of an unknown soldier from World
War |, whose photograph features

on the cover of this magazine and

in the Memorial's latest exhibition,
Icon & Archive: Photography and the
World Wars. Many Defence personnel
have a strong connection to this
issue, 50 i lulcl: spoke to the
Senior Curator of Photographs at the
Memorial, Shaune Lakin, about the
significance of the photograph and
why it is important to identify the
soldier in this now-iconic image.
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A member of the 7 Australian Light
Horse Regiment having a bath in the
deser praparatory to revisiting Gallipoli.
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Di Roger Lee, Head of the Army
History Unit, says it is important to try
and identify the soldier in the photo
because Australin is 8 society that
values the individual.

"0 soldiers, who were all
volunteers, died defending our values
and our freedoms. Thoy joined up as
individuals, the Army treated them as
individuals while they were alive —
tho least wa can do is ireat tham ax
individuals in death,” Roger says.

Identifying fallen soldiers also
impacts strongly on the Army's
collective identity.

“The Army is what it is bocauso of
what it was,” Roger says. “Intangible
things, like esprit de corps, depend on
past achievoments and contemporary
pride in historical evenis, Tangible
things, such as our highly developed
skills at the tactical level of
wiartare, reflect our history and our
anpieriences.

“By identifying an individual, it is
his story and his experience that we
learm about and this serves as another
personal experience of war”™



‘Unknown Soldier’
identified

The miystery -;|!fr:'::!.".rJ;||':| the so-called
unknown soldier” has been unravellad
with confirmation that the Sustralian

World War | Diggar has been idantified

a5 Private Gearge Hichard Storey

Tne soldier, who faatured on the cover
of Defence Magezings lssue 3, was recoversd
from @ lost grave in Balgium in 2008,

"It iz with great pleasure that wa are now
abee 1 confirm the name-of George Storay, and
ave notified his tamily of tha final resting place
ol their brave refative killed during the Bartle of
Pokygon Weed in September 1817, so far from
horma,™ said Mr Snowdaon.

"Whilke wary good resaarch work produced
g list of seven possible names for the-man, DNA
matching technigues were only able to confirm
the identity of two of the five prior to the re-turial
caramany with full militany honoors last vear,” said
Mr Snowdon,

Confirmation of Gaorge Storey's identification
was mada using DNA together with compelling
historical researnch.

"t has been a long, ardupus process, but now
Private Storey’s place of burlal 15 kniowrn 1o his
country and most importanthy his family, Plans are
underway ta-feplace the curmen? haadstone at his
grave fram ‘v entg God’ 1 'Private Geonga
Fichard Storey’,” said Minister Tor Defencs Scishce
and Personnal, the Hen, Watren Snowdon MP

A small, informal ceremony will be hald in
Bedgium 1o mark the aocasion and it s hoped that
reprasentativas of the Storey family will b in
aftendance,

Private Storey was born in London, England.
bt was waorking as a farm hand in Wastem
Australia whan he enlisted on 31 March 1916 as
o 2-yaar-ald,

Ag part of Sth reinforcement, he was posted
1o thee 57st Battalion and embarked for Europe-on
20 Septambir 19716 whera he joined his uniton
19 Decamber,

BELDW. Vietnam Veteran Mr David Allie from
Charters Towers assists one of the many
Indigenous veterans during the National
Raconciliztion Week cersmany in Townsville.

He was wounded on 9 Jung 1917 but recovered
in fims to rejoin bis-unit on 77 Auguest 1917 and
participata in the attack an Palygan Wood

He was killed inaction on 30 September 1917,

His bebther, Jack Storey, survvad the war and
returned to Australia in January 1918,

Ceremony
honours
indigenous
veterans at

| Townsville

cenotaph

was held In Townsville diring National
Reconciliation Week to honour Abarigng
and Torres Stran |stander men and
vipmen fr thelr eontribution 1o the

f Australia, Magan Sanmardin
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The senaca, which Included traditicnal
I1 wreath laang, was plannad and organised wit
| thedssistance of tha Towmsville Retumed and
| Services Leeague, Townsvilla City Council, Cadat
t Policy Branch, the Departmant of Veterans

\ Affairs, RAAF Townsville, Army's 3rd Brigada,

Daferadit, Faimess and Resalution Branch and
1 the lecal Townsville commumity,
Viatnam Vetersen and Charters Towers-
| baged Devid Adlie wits 2 spacial guest and
l!' gave an emational spaech about his familyz
",;_cmtributnm 1y thie defence of Australia sinca
| World War |
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