51st Battalion Association 

Annual General Meeting – 02 Oct 2010 
Porton Barracks - Edmonton
	Agenda Item
	Concerns/Discussion

	Opening
	The President (Kevin Waring) welcomed all members and guests and declared the meeting open at 1318hrs


	Present

Apologies
	 Members and their guests attended as per attached roll

Apologies were read to the meeting as per attached roll


	Previous Minutes
	The Secretary read the minutes of the previous meeting, held at Porton Barracks 13 August 2008. 

Motion:       Trish Nemani moved that the minutes be accepted as an accurate record of that meeting 

Seconded:  Murray McGrath
Carried


	Business Arising
	Trish Nemani asked if the $1000 that was approved at the last AGM to be given to 51 FNQR to support the creation of the Memorial walk was given. 

Kevin Waring confirmed that a cheque was raised and presented to 51 FNQR. However there was no financial report for 2008/2009. This was due to Trevor Keeling not taking up the position of Treasurer and Craig Armstrong was voted in by the Executive in 2009. 

Action

Craig will look into the association’s financial situation for 2008/2009 with a view to creating a financial report to be presented at the next members meeting. 


	Correspondence
	Nil

	President’s Report
	            Nil

	Treasurer’s Report
	The Treasurer’s report was tabled.  Financial Statement for the financial period 2009/2010 reflects an opening bank balance of $3415.05 as at 01 July 2009 and a closing balance of $3005.45 as at 30 June 2010. 

Tabled
Motion:      Bob Davis that the financial report be accepted and adopted 

Seconded: Jock McLeod
Carried

	Commanding Officer 51 FNQR 
	LTCOL Steven Brain addressed members attending AGM. 

He iterated his commitment to supporting the Association and would seek opportunities to improve opportunities to work together particular where common goals overlap between both organisations. 

He assured us that he will be able to release Major Chris Rosenthal (2012 posted to 51 FNQR) and any other serving members to attend to Association matters as necessary.



	Election of new office bearers
	Election of President
· Chris Rosenthal self nominated.

· Frank Miotto accepted a nomination by Murray McGrath 

Both members each gave a presentation on their goals for the Association and then were requested to leave the room.
After a vote by a show of hands from members present Chris Rosenthal was declared the new President of the 51st Bn Association by a majority of votes.

Kevin Waring stood down as President and Chris Rosenthal then presided over the remainder of the AGM.

Election of Secretary

· Trish Nemani was nominated by Kevin Waring and accepted the nomination 

· No other nominations received
Members present agreed unanimously for Trish Nemani to continue as Secretary of the 51st Bn Association.
Election of Treasurer

· Kevin Waring self nominated
· Craig Armstrong was nominated by Bob Davis and accepted the nomination
          Both members each gave a presentation on their goals for the Association and then were requested to leave the room.. 

 After a vote by a show of hands from members present Craig Armstrong was declared the Treasurer of the 51st Bn Association by a majority of votes.

Motion:       Bob Davis moved that a position of Vice President be created to assist the role of President.
Seconded: Trish Nemani

Carried
Election of Vice President

· Kevin Waring was nominated by Craig Armstrong and accepted the nomination
· Frank Miotto was nominated by Murray McGrath and accepted the nomination
                      Both members each gave a presentation on their experience and qualifications that would support the role of Vice President and were then requested to leave the room.

After a majority vote by a show of hands Frank Miotto was declared the Vice President of the 51st Bn.
Membership Secretary

· Bob Davis self nominated
· No other nominations received
Members accepted Bob’s nomination and through a show of hands agreed as a majority for Bob to hold the office of Membership Secretary.


	Area  Delegates
	Innisfail & Southern district
· Alan Woodnut was nominated by Bob Davis and accepted.
· No other nominations received.
Members accepted Alan’s nomination and agreed as a majority for Alan to be area delegate for Innisfail and Southern district.
Tablelands & Western districts
· John Hardy was nominated by Trish Nemani, seconded by Jeff Reid and accepted.
· No other nominations received.
Members accepted John’s nomination and agreed as a majority for John to remain as area delegate for Tablelands and Western district.
Cairns district

· No nominations were received for this district
Motion: Chris Rosenthal moved that the Executive committee is to take responsibility for identifying a representative for the Cairns district by the next Executive meeting to be held in Nov.

Seconded: Scott Millett

Carried

Motion: By Bob Davis that new area representatives by created for the Mt Isa & Gulf district, Torres Strait Islands and Weipa district be created.

Seconded: Sandra Barry

Carried

Mt Isa & Gulf district
· Jim Nuttall was nominated by Bob Davis, seconded by Kevin Waring and accepted
· No other nominations received
Members accepted Jim’s nomination and agreed as a majority for Jim to be the area delegate for Mt Isa and Gulf district.

Torres Strait Islands and Weipa districts
· No nominations were received for this district
Motion: Chris Rosenthal moved that the Executive committee is to take responsibility for identifying a representative for the Torres Strait Islands and Weipa district by the next Executive meeting to be held in Nov.

Seconded: BJ Price

Carried

	Membership Report
	Bob Davis advised that as of 01 Oct 10 there are 264 Members and 7 Last Post

Tabled



	General Business
	Incorporation
A general discussion on the proposed Rules of the Association generated acceptance of the options put forward to all members in an earlier mail out. 

Suggested changes to the proposals included;

· Rule 3 – To foster and perpetuate esprit de corps, comradeship and self improvement for past and current serving members of the 51st Battalion through social, sporting, leisure and educational activities.

· Rule 5 – Must be a past or current member of either one of the following: 51st Infantry Battalion, 51 IRC, 51 RQR or 51 FNQR.
There were no objections to the suggested changes. All other proposals were accepted.
Motion: Bob Davis moved that the option for Proxy voting be removed

A general discussion for and against Proxy voting was held.
Motion: Brad Finegan moved that Proxy and Absentee voting be accepted as a right for members to participate in deciding outcomes for motions submitted for member’s approval. 
Seconded: Scott Miller
Carried

Trish Nemani stated that the incorporation application will cost the association approximately $121. 

A general discussion was held regarding the annual cost of incorporation.
Motion: Chris Rosenthal moved that the Incorporation application be completed by the Secretary and submitted on behalf of the Association.
Seconded: Murray McGrath

Carried

Action: 
Trish to complete the Incorporation application by the next Executive committee
Annual Membership Fees
A general discussion was held regarding the possibility of raising membership fees to assist the ongoing administrative costs.

Motion: Brad Finegan moved that a cap of up to $10 be approved with the actual membership to be decided by the Executive committee after analysis of actual costs that will ensure the Association will remain viable.

Seconded: John Hardy

Carried

Promotional Material 

A general discussion was held regarding types of promotional material members would be interested in purchasing.

Suggested items included: Dress & Casual shirts, Association badge for blazer/jacket pockets, Name badges & Caps.

Motion: Chris Rosenthal moved that the Executive committee create a refined list of products to be presented to members for approval.
Seconded: Murray McGrath

Carried

Honorary Members

Motion: By Bob Davis that the following three members be granted Honorary Membership in 51't Battalion Association Inc:
1. BRIG George L. Mansford, AM (Was the Bn Honorary Colonel from 12 Nov 1993 till 8 Apr 2003)

2. COL Peter Sibree, AM, MG (Is the current Bn Honorary Colonel from 8 Sep 2003)

3. Mrs Gail Charnley (Was the Civilian Clerk for the Bn from 1988 to 2007 and supported the Battalion as well as the Association for all of those years.)
Seconded: Alan Woodnut

Carried

Website

Motion. By Bob Davis that additional columns be added into the membership page identifying:

1. Membership Type

2. Last Post / Roll of Honour

Seconded: Alan Woodnut

Carried
BJ Price expressed the importance of members who have email addresses to advise him of the details so that they receive regular information and updates.
Chris Rosenthal encouraged members who have historical information or stories to make a practice of sharing them with the association committee so that they are able to be captured and preserved.

John Hardy wished to point out and thank the efforts of the Membership Secretary in such a short period of time.
Motion: By Brad Finegan that members of the previous Executive Committee be thanked for their contributions over the past two years.

Seconded: Frank Miotto
Carried by acclamation

	
	Chris Rosenthal  Thanked all the members for their attendance and declared the meeting closed.


	
	Meeting Closed:  1435

	Minutes Confirmed:

____________________________             __________        _________________________             __________

                Chairperson                                     Date                        Secretary                                           Date




